
 

 Saginaw High School 
Home of the Rough Riders 

 

   
 

Rough Rider Roundup 

Journalism and Publications 

 

Endorsement 

Business and Industry 

Overview 

In the Journalism program, students have a variety of options to learn writing, editing, 

publishing, graphic design and photography skills. Once students complete the 

beginning Journalism course, they can choose one of the publications pathways. Those 

include yearbook and newspaper. Students who enjoy photography with some writing, 

may find an interest in the Photojournalism class.  

Course Descriptions 

• Journalism I: In this course students will learn skills necessary in 

communicating in the print/electronic media with emphasis on writing, but 

including interviewing, observing, and reporting. Students also learn graphic 

design and sports photography. Students will become intelligent consumers of 

the mass media and learn legal, moral, and ethical responsibilities inherent in the 

free press. The student will learn the elements of lead writing, inverted pyramid, 

journalistic story construction, attribution, and appropriate Associated Press (AP) 

style. 

• Photojournalism: Students in Photojournalism communicate in a variety of 

forms for a variety of audiences and purposes. Students are expected to plan, 

interpret, and critique visual representation, carefully examining their product for 

publication. Students will become analytical consumers of media and technology 

to enhance their communication skills. Students will study the laws and ethical 

considerations that impact photography. Technology, visual, and electronic 

media are used as tools for learning as students create, clarify, critique, and 

produce effective visual representations. Students will refine and enhance their 

journalistic skills and produce photographs for a journalistic publication. 

 

• Publications (Yearbook or Newspaper): This course explores the methods and 

processes of journalistic products, including both the school yearbook and 

newspaper. By specializing in one area or combining a variety of roles, students 

can develop or refine skills as writers, photographers, layout editors, copy 



editors, and/or managing editors. Students are expected to enter class with the 

knowledge of how to write in the journalistic style, basic photography experience, 

and a basic understanding of computers.  

Student learn to write informative and ethical stories using AP style criteria for 

publication, interview effectively, understand the basic photo and design 

composition while understanding media literacy and its impact on society. 

Students in the publication classes will hep produce print and online student 

media materials.  


